
Mattress Firm Foster Kids 2017 Campaign



3

Approach

Too often, film and television fall back on  

the classic trope of the terrible foster care  

experience – the child’s home life goes from  

bad to worse, foster parents are seen as 

indifferent at best and abusive at worst, 

and social workers are uncaring.

The reality is that while entering the foster 

care system is an emotionally intense time in 

a child’s life, the majority of foster parents are 

selfless people who truly want to help children. 

They open their homes and their hearts to 

complete strangers and treat them like family. 

If anyone should be celebrated for their hard 

work, it is foster families, which is why we propose 

highlighting the role foster parents play in  

improving the lives of foster children.
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C O N C E P T  1

Woven Together

A foster home is a patchwork quilt of different 

experiences and emotions. The lives of foster 

parents and foster children may not always fit 

together neatly, but the goal of foster parents 

is to weave these lives together into a safe, 

healthy environment in which foster children can 

thrive. Mattress Firm’s fundraising efforts are the 

connecting thread that makes it easier for foster 

parents and their supporters to come together  

for the good of all foster children.
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Woven Together

PHASE 1 

Video Idea #1 – Connecting Threads

Overview: This video uses the laces from a pair of shoes 
to provide information about the foster care system as 
well as the work Mattress Firm Foster Kids has done over 
the past decade. The goal is to make people aware of the 
size of the issue and the help that families need as well as 
demonstrate that your donation makes a difference.

SFX: [Music TBD]

Video opens with a still shot of a pair of donated shoes 
with tied laces. The laces untie and move off camera. 

The camera cuts to the laces forming the shape of a child. 

VFX/VO: Each year, approximately 415,000 children are 
in foster care.

The laces move off camera. 

The camera cuts to the laces forming the shape of a 
shirt, then an apple, and finally a shoe (following each 
line of voiceover). 

VFX/VO: Those children often need new clothes, school 
supplies and, of course, shoes. 
 
The laces move off camera. 

The camera cuts to the laces forming the shape of a 
delivery truck.

VFX/VO: For more than 10 years, Mattress Firm 
and its affiliated brands have been collecting 

essential items and donating them to local foster care 
organizations. 

The laces move off camera. 

The camera cuts to the laces forming the shape of a 
hammer, then a heart, and finally a hand (following each 
cue in voiceover). 

VFX/VO: Foster families work hard to provide a 
welcoming, loving home to children. And we know they 
could use a helping hand…

The laces move off camera. 

The camera cuts to a live shot focusing on a close-up of 
a CHILD’S feet. The laces slide onto the CHILD’S shoes. 

VFX/VO: …in caring for what matters most. 

The camera pulls out to show the CHILD’S excited face. 
Child turns around and runs into background. 

Child: Look what I got!

The camera fixes on the shot as text appears. 

VFX: Your donation makes a difference.  

Donate today at your local Mattress Firm or at 
MattressFirmFosterKids.org.

END

Video Distribution

YouTube pre-roll, Facebook, Twitter and 

possibly Google search
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C O N C E P T  2

Little Victories

Parenting is a tough job, but the little victories 

make it worthwhile. A clean plate, sleeping through 

the night, picking up toys – these are victories 

worthy of celebration. It’s no different for foster 

parents. Something as simple as a foster child 

eating her vegetables for the first time can be 

just as rewarding as finding a forever home. 

At the same time, a foster child who flourishes 

in a stable, loving home is herself a little victory. 

Mattress Firm can use its influence to tell the 

stories of these little victories and ensure that 

there are more of them. 
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Little Victories

PHASE 1 

Video Idea #1 
Overview: This video focuses on one specific 
moment in a household to show that the little 
victories make the biggest difference. 

Video opens on a medium shot of a CHILD sitting 
on a front porch. Children can be seen playing on a 
playground in the background, which is out of focus. 

SFX: Background noise of children playing.  
[Music TBD]

CHILD swings legs back and forth. He/she looks 
toward the other children playing. Camera cuts to 
long shot of children playing. Camera reverses back 
to CHILD, who then stares at his/her shoes. Camera 
cuts to close-up of the shoes, which are worn out. 

Reverse back to medium shot of CHILD, who has a 
disappointed look on his/her face. MOM opens the 
front door and bends down to CHILD’S level. She has 
one hand behind her back.

Mom: I have a surprise for you. 

Child turns around to see the shoes and gets  
very excited. 

Camera cuts to medium close-up shot of MOM 
helping CHILD tie his/her shoes. The camera focuses 
on MOM helping CHILD tie the laces, which are red. 
Once she finishes, child runs off camera. 

Camera cuts to long shot of CHILD running up to the 
group kids and beginning to play with them. Camera 
focus blurs slightly as text appears. 

VFX: It’s the little things that matter most in the life 
of a foster child. 

Donate today at MattressFirmFosterKids.org.

END
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Woven Together

Video Distribution

YouTube pre-roll, Facebook, Twitter and 

possibly Google search
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Safe Harbor

Entering the foster care system is a tumultuous 

time. A child is pulled out of an unsafe, sometimes 

abusive living situation and sent to a family he  

may have never met for an unknown amount of 

time. This upheaval wreaks havoc on a child’s 

emotions, and it’s not a surprising that many 

foster children have trouble adjusting to such a 

drastic change. A supportive foster home can 

seem like a calm in the storm, a safe harbor for a 

child uncertain of so many things in life. Mattress 

Firm Foster Kids can celebrate the foster families 

who provide this safe harbor and help them come 

together in support of foster care. 
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Safe Harbor

PHASE 1 

Video Idea
Overview: The imagery of a rotating lighthouse 
beacon in an otherwise dark neighborhood is 
used to symbolize that the home of a foster family 
is a safe place. 

SFX: [Music TBD]

Video opens with an extreme long shot of a 
typical suburban neighborhood at twilight. The 
shot focuses on a single house, in which the entire 
house and the driveway can be seen in frame. It is 
the only house in the neighborhood with its lights 
turned on. The front porch light is turned on, but 
no upstairs lights are on until, after a couple of 
beats, a rotating light appears in the windows 
similar to a rotating lighthouse light. The camera 
slowly zooms in to a long shot the house. 

After a few beats, a car pulls up to the driveway. 
The camera cuts to a medium shot of the driver’s 
side. A woman gets out carrying a binder. 

The camera cuts to a medium shot of the 
passenger’s side. A child gets out carrying a 
garbage bag, which is half-full of clothes, 
 and a blanket.

The camera reverses back to a long shot of the 
house. The woman and child can be seen walking 
up to the front porch. The woman rings the 
doorbell. A husband and wife open the door. They 
speak to the woman for a couple of seconds, then 
bend down and speak to the child. They then let 
both of them in the house and shut the door. 

VFX/VO: Right now, 415,000 children are in foster 
care in the United States. 
 
A beat passes.

VFX/VO: Mattress Firm Foster Kids salutes the 
hundreds of thousands of foster parents who 
open up their doors each year to give children a 
safe, loving home.

A beat passes. 
 
VFX: Find out how you can support foster families 
at MattressFirmFosterKids.org.

END

Video Distribution

YouTube pre-roll, Facebook, Twitter and 

possibly Google search


